5-   SEARCH  FOR  DO-WELL
'What then is the good of learning?' William asks. So he de-
nounces Clergy [Learning] to his face. Clergy was never
commended by Christ: for men were told not to consider before-
hand what they would speak, but to speak out what was given
to them at the moment. The ignorant rather than the learned
are saved:
None are sooner saved * more settled in conscience
Than poor people, as ploughmen * and pastors of beasts;
Shoemakers, sewers, ' simple peasants
Pierce with a pater noster ' the palace of Heaven
Without penance, at their parting * into high bliss.
And with these words the debate suddenly ends.
There seem to be three problems here: the general problem
of predestination; the salvation of the learned and righteous
heathen as typified by Aristotle; and arising out of this, the
problem of whether learning furthers a man's salvation at all:
whether the blind faith of an ignorant man repeating the pater
noster by rote is not perhaps better.
Here are difficulties enough propounded for Clergy to solve.
But instead of a solution, no answer is vouchsafed to the
questions raised. The A-text breaks off sharply. We have only
seven manuscripts which we can here call as evidence. Four of
them conclude in this way, with the seeker's defiance of the
authorities to whom he has been sent for instruction. The three
other manuscripts add a concluding passus, short, hurried, but,
in its opening fifty-five lines at least, very clearly authentic.
In this conclusion no attempt whatever is made to solve the
problems the dreamer has raised.
William's statement of his problems is excellent, and the con-
cluding lines, just quoted, are beautiful; they contain much
which no one would deny, much indeed that has already been
admitted in the discussion: they are, in fact, founded on a
text of St. Augustine. In the B-text, when William is reproved
for those words, it is admitted that they are (partially) true:
Thou saidest sooth concerning some.9 *
It is recorded that Brother Giles, the companion of St.
1B. xii, 160.
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